Introduction
Dystonia is a clinical syndrome, identified by its characteristic features: sustained muscle contractions, twisting, and abnormal postures (Fahn, 1984) . Collectively, the dystonias are relatively common disorders. They produce substantial disability, and from a therapeutic perspective the available treatments are for the most part unsatisfactory. In view of the frequency and burdensome nature of dystonias, the amount of data available on the pathological features of dystonia is surprisingly limited. Even in genetically defined forms of the disorder there are at most a few cases which have been closely studied, and there is much still to be learned about the structural features of dystonia.
Primary and secondary dystonias
From an etiological perspective, the dystonias are often divided into primary and secondary forms (Friedman and Standaert, 2001 ). 
